
CALIBRATING A THERMOMETER 

 
 

 
1. Fill a medium-sized glass with ice and add cold water 

2. Place metal-stemmed thermometer in ice water 

3. Wait three minutes, stirring occasionally 

4. After three minutes, thermometer should read 32°F 

5. If it does not read 32°F, follow instructions below 

 
 
 
 
To correct an inaccurate thermometer: 

1. Leave thermometer in ice water; add ice if necessary 

2. Using pliers or a wrench, turn the adjustable nut on 

the thermometer until the needle reads 32°F 

3. Wait three minutes, stirring occasionally 

4. After three minutes, thermometer should read 32°F  

  (if it does not read 32°F, repeat the steps listed above)  

 
CALIBRATE THERMOMETERS FREQUENTLY! 
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